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Jobs in Peril

REIGN COMPETITION in the shipbuilding

industry is now re-emerging in such strength
after the postwar lull that there is a serious
threat to future employment in British yards.

Accordingly, 12,000 workers at Vickers
Armstrong's shipyard at Barrow-in-Furness were
yesterday given a sober warning need for

conscientious work and full
cutting production costs so that tenders can be
as competitive as possible. The reaction of the
men is curious; instead of sensibly appreciating
this very real threat to their own livelihood,
considerable resentment has been shown.
Although the notes conveying the message were
fully approved by the joint production com-
mittees on which they are strongly represented,
many of the workers tore them up on the spot.
This super-sensitivity of organised labour is
one of the more remarkable phenomena of the

co-operation in

day. It manifests itself in the rash of strikes
which are continually breaking out at a
moment’s notice on the most trivial of excuses,

and it clearly indicates a complete inability to
realise that the interests of the workers them-
selves are as much at stake as those of the nation.

Dangerous Complacency

It will be no use staging another Jarrow
march if the men concerned have helped to
bring about their own unemployment, and that
is the grim prospect which lies just round the
corner. ere is far too much complacency
concernifig the present state of full employ-
ment; quite apart from American aid, there
far too little realisation of the fact that this has
been largely contrived by a reduction of work-
ing hours and by restrictive practices which
ensure that work is eked out among more hands
than are necessary for the job, or was formerly
the case.

Economic laws cannot be flouted. and it
remains true that employment in an industry is
regulated by the measure of its earnings. If we
fail to secure orders for contracts because the
prices of foreign competitors are more attractive
to world buyers, then our earnings must be
reduced and, with it, British industry's capacity
for employment.

These are fundamental truths from which
there can be no escape, just as it is true that the
Welfare State can only be maintained out of the
finances of its people. The only wealth of a
nation is that of the men and women who com-
prise it, and so we must work to live—and work
still harder to be prosperous.

Failing that, full employment becomes a
mere empty phrase, for the only jobs politics
ean provide are for politicians.
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